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General & Artistic Director 
 

The fourth General Director in Opera Colorado’s 35-year history, Greg Carpenter guides both 
the artistic and administrative operations of the company. His role as General & Artistic 
Director began in 2007, prior to which he served as Opera Colorado’s Director of Development 
from 2004 – 2007, overseeing all fundraising and Board of Directors activities. Prior to joining 
Opera Colorado, he worked for four years for the National Symphony Orchestra at the John F. 
Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts in Washington, DC. His work there included Special 
Projects Manager for the President of the National Symphony Orchestra from 2000 – 2001 and 
Manager of Development from 2001 – 2004. Carpenter’s extensive experience working in the 
arts also includes two years as the Arts and Event Services Manager for the Clarice Smith 
Performing Arts Center at the University of Maryland and Special Projects Coordinator for the 
University of Maryland School of Music. 

 

From 1986 – 1998, Greg Carpenter performed as a professional opera singer. His work as an 
opera singer included both lead and supporting roles at Glimmerglass Opera, Central City 
Opera, Sarasota Opera, Opera Theatre of Northern Virginia, Cleveland Opera and Lyric Opera 
Cleveland. Carpenter has served on the Board of Directors for OPERA America, the national 
service organization for the opera industry. For the 2008 National Performing Arts Convention 
held in Denver, he served as Chairman of the Fundraising Committee. In 2009 Carpenter 
received a Livingston Fellowship Award in Leadership from the Bonfils-Stanton Foundation. He 
also regularly serves as a judge for the Metropolitan Opera National Council Auditions and has 
served as a judge for the Fritz and Lavinia Jensen Foundation Competition. Greg Carpenter 
received a Bachelor of Music degree in vocal performance from Wittenberg University, a Master 
of Music degree in vocal performance from Michigan State University and he completed post-
graduate studies at the University of Maryland School of Music. 

 


